"But, It's Legal!"

Every once in a while I hear this when speaking about certain subjects.  There are some things that the Bible teaches is contrary to God's law that is not contrary to man's law and many people believe that if it's alright with man's law then that makes it alright with God's law.  It doesn't work that way.
The law of the land in Judea commanded the apostles not to preach Jesus in Jerusalem (Acts 4:18).  When the apostles were released from their arrest they went right back to doing what they were arrested for - preaching Christ and performing miracles.  They were rearrested and reminded of the "law" given to them before.  Peter and the other apostles response was, "We ought to obey God rather than men" (Acts 5:29).
Some argue that the Bible says we are to obey the laws of the land; and so we should (Romans 13:1-7).  However, they do not take precedence over God's law even when we are "strictly commanded" (Acts 5:28) to do or not to do something.  God's law is highest and there is none higher.
Some examples of the kinds of things that the law of our government has legalized that God has forbidden is: divorce for any cause (Matthew 19:1-9); gambling (Matthew 7:12; Romans 12:17; Ephesians 4:28); killing of the unborn commonly called abortion (Luke 1:15,41; Romans 13:9); drunkenness or drinking parties  - many think as long as they don't "drink and drive" it's alright (1 Peter 4:3); sexual immoralities among "consenting" persons - including homosexuality (Galatians 5:19; Romans 1:26-27).  These are always contrary to God's law and are sin, regardless of what the laws of men say.  "It is legal" does not mean it is right!  ---rdg---

