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We have a loving God.  He loved us such that He sent His Son to suffer and die as the payment for our sins against Him (John 3:16; l John 2:1-2).  No person can say that they have not sinned, for all have trespassed (transgressed) against God (Romans 3:10-23).  Anyone who says they have not sinned is a liar (l John 1:8-10), with the exception of Jesus the Christ (Hebrews 4:15).


To be sinned against is a vengeful position.  God said that He would take vengeance upon and repay those who have sinned against Him (Romans 12:19).  No one enjoys being wronged; offended by another.  And when this happens, it is distressing to seek reparation from one who refuses to be sorry and apologize for the wrong done to us.  Yet, vengeance is God's responsibility, not ours.


God has told us to repent of our sins before we ask His forgiveness (Acts 17:30).  Here, the offending person goes to the offended person, namely God, with a sorrowful heart for the sin committed, and ceases from the practice of that sin (2 Corinthians 7:9-10).  That is when God forgives.  And when God forgives, He totally erases that offense from our account and remembers it no more (Hebrews 8:12).  He forgives a trespass that is worthy of death (Romans 5:12-14) and therefore the forgiveness becomes greater than the sin, for we are not worthy of this grace and mercy (Ephesians 2:8-9; Titus 3:5).


We are taught by Jesus that we should reciprocate God's forgiveness by forgiving those who sin against us.  That is, when we ask God's forgiveness, we should be just as willing to forgive those who sin against us (Matthew 6:12-15).  It is usually desirable to be forgiven, it is often more difficult to forgive.  Jesus said it is impossible that offenses would not happen toward another in this life (Luke 17:1).  At some time or another we are not only going to sin against God, but we are also going to sin against a fellow human as well as to be sinned against by a fellow human.


The test for the Christian is this: are we willing to forgive as God has forgiven us?  I'm not sure that we have the ability to forget as God forgets, but we certainly have the ability to cease from dwelling upon a forgiven trespass and not mention it again.  We should be willing to put all such malice behind us for the sake of the forgiven person, as well as for our own sake (2 Corinthians 2:7-11).  Jesus said we should be willing always to forgive without taking notice of the number of times the offending person offends us (Matthew 18:21-22).


The forgiveness we offer to another is also based upon their willingness to repent of the trespass.  Just as God does not forgive one who will not repent, neither are we obligated to forgive one who will not be reconciled to us (Matthew 15:15-17).  The offending person also has the responsibility to "bring forth fruits worthy of repentance" (Matthew 3:8) in making reconciliation to the person whom they have offended.


But the point is this: we should always be of an attitude that we desire to forgive and even eager to forgive.  Else, will our heavenly Father also forgive us?   ---rdg---

